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West Virginia Wesleyan College Board of Trustees has 
named Dr. Joel Thierstein as the College’s nineteenth 
president, succeeding Dr. Pamela Balch ’71, who has 
served as Wesleyan’s president since 2006.

For over 20 years, Dr. Thierstein has established a national 
reputation as a distinctive leader in higher education. He re-
cently served as executive vice president and provost at Mount 
St. Joseph University, having also completed a stint as interim 
president at the University.

Prior to his tenure at Mount St. Joseph, Dr. Thierstein served 
as provost and vice president for academic affairs at Ken-

Thierstein 
selected as 

19th President

Dr. Thierstein addresses the media 
during a press conference on October 13

tucky State University. He also was the associate provost at 
Rice University and executive director of Connexions. He 
was a professor and administrator at Oregon State Univer-
sity and Baylor University, a professor at Purdue University 
Calumet and Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville, 
and a visiting professor of Communications Law at Syra-
cuse University.

In 2011, he joined the team of the Under Secretary of the 
United States Department of Education as senior advisor to 
lead and inform the crafting of United States higher education 
policy. He worked to develop policy in several areas including 
open education, alternative credentialing, assessment, and ac-
creditation. Dr. Thierstein has also served as a member of the 
Board of Directors of the OpenCourseWare Consortium and 
is one of the founders of Peer 2 Peer University. His work has 
been funded by many organizations including the Gates Foun-
dation, Hewlett Foundation, Twenty Million Minds Founda-
tion, and Maxfield Foundation.

Dr. Thierstein earned a Ph.D., master of science, and bach-
elor of science in mass communications from the Newhouse 
School of Public Communications at Syracuse University. He 
also holds a J.D. from Syracuse University, E. I. White College 
of Law.

He is the father of one daughter, Emily, a senior in high 
school.

Dr. Thierstein will begin his duties as president on July 1, 2017. 
The Board of Trustees also announced that Dr. Boyd Creas-
man, vice president of academic affairs and dean of the College, 
will serve as interim president from January 1 to June 30, 2017. 
Dr. Melody Meadows, MAT ’85, associate dean for teaching 
and learning, will serve as interim dean of the College during 
this same period.
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While today’s students enjoy the luxury of interstates 
and 70 mph speed limits, alumni prior to the 1970s re-
member a very different experience traveling to Buck-
hannon, where winding country roads, hairpin turns, 
and backwater towns were all common features. For 
Rev. Robert Call ’56, the road to Wesleyan was every 
bit as long and daunting, but the adventure led to a life-
changing college experience and a successful career in 
service to others.

It was June 1952, and Bob Call had just graduated from 
high school in Concord, NH. Leaning toward ministry 
but generally unsure of what he wanted to do with his life, 
his older sister and her husband offered to let him come 
stay with them just outside of Canton, OH. Throughout 
that summer, Call worked at Republic Steel, knowing he 
wanted to attend a Methodist college, but also knowing 
he needed money to do it. He expressed interest in near-
by Ohio Wesleyan and contacted them. An admissions 
representative said he would come through Canton at 
some point to see Bob, but in the first of a number of “di-
vine coincidences,” the visitor arrived on one of the rare 
occasions when Call was out of the house, test driving his 
sister’s father-in-law’s “new” ’46 Packard. Call returned to 
a note on the door

A second coincidence came a short time later when Call 
received a letter out of the blue from a New Hampshire 
friend, Lloyd Dunham ’53. Though Dunham was a few 
years older than Call, the two had attended church camp 
together and then lost touch when Lloyd went off to 
college in 1949. Dunham’s letter urged Call to consider 
coming to a small school he had never heard of before 
- West Virginia Wesleyan College – saying he would be 
able to work to put himself through. This was a necessity 
for Call, who hailed from very humble means. Intrigued 

While students have an endless variety of reasons why they might choose 
to come to West Virginia Wesleyan College, there is one experience that is 
common to everyone who steps foot on campus: the trip to get there.

Bob Call today, participating in the 
Orange Line at Founders Day

Long Road 
to Wesleyan

The
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by Dunham’s letter, Bob contacted Wesleyan to arrange 
a visit and to ask them to consider his admittance.

With little money to make the trip, Call decided to 
hitchhike from Canton to Buckhannon, a distance of 
about 250 miles. Though he was not very familiar with 
the roads, Call nevertheless left at 5:00 a.m., thumbing 
rides across a sparsely-traveled, difficult Route 250 into 
West Virginia (which he thought was the best way to 
come). By 11:30 a.m., he had made his way past Wheel-
ing but got stuck in Hundred, WV, a small town in Wet-
zel County. Seeing three possible roads to take, fortune 
smiled on Call when a bread truck pulled in to the local 
7-11 station, unloaded, then came back by. The driver 
stopped and asked, “Where ya going, son?” to which 
Call replied, “Buckhannon!” The driver then said, “Tell 
you what, you help me deliver bread and I will get you 
to Buckhannon about 7:30 p.m. tonight.” Call agreed, 
and a few miles down the road, he saw a sign that said 
“Buckhannon – 87 miles.”

After a full day of bread delivery, the pair arrived in Buck-
hannon and pulled up to a local establishment for dinner. 
The place had a pool table as well, and the driver wanted 
to shoot best two out of three games to decide who would 
pay for supper. Call reluctantly obliged, winning the first 
game, but losing the second. The final match came down 
to the eight ball in a corner. Call was up but could only 
manage the double bank shot behind his back. In a stroke 
of incredible luck, and much to his relief, Call sank the 
shot, winning himself a steak supper.

The next day, Call went to campus and met with a representa-
tive from the College who showed him around and spent over 
an hour answering questions. Still unsure whether Wesleyan 
even wanted him, he was put at ease when he asked, and 
was enthusiastically informed, that he had been accepted. 
Call was shocked to later learn that the representative who 
had spent so much time with him that day was none other 
than the legendary coach Cecil B. “Cebe” Ross ’23. The 
momentous trip that led Call to Wesleyan also launched 
him on a path that kept him active in every facet of the 
Wesleyan community when he arrived as a freshman in the 

“Tell you what, you help me deliver 
bread and I will get you to Buckhannon 
about 7:30 p.m. tonight.”  Call agreed, 
and a few miles down the road, he saw a 
sign that said “Buckhannon - 87 miles.”

Call’s senior yearbook photo
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fall of 1952. Though he considered studying psychology, he 
eventually settled on sociology with minors in music and 
English literature. Mentors like Dr. Florence Schaper, Dr. 
Lewis Chrisman, and Dr. Sidney Davis ’36 all provided 
strong academic grounding.

Despite holding multiple jobs, there were still difficult 
stretches where money was tight. At the end of Call’s first 
semester, a national Methodist loan for which he had ap-
plied through Wesleyan had not arrived. The College’s 
treasurer, Heyward Williams ’31, assured Bob that the 
paperwork had been submitted, but time was running 
out and Call would be forced to withdraw from school 
without $283 to pay his tuition. Seemingly out of op-
tions, Bob began packing his bags to leave the next day. 
Suddenly, Call heard a knock at his door. Opening it, he 
was met by Donald Flynn ’46, the head resident of the 
newly-constructed Fleming Hall. Don said that he had 
been in his room reading when he had a sudden divine 
flash and got the sense that he needed to come see Bob. 
After hearing the situation, Flynn stated, “Well, Bob, I am 
going to teach you the meaning of faith.” He explained 
that President William Scarborough had a fund to give 

out $50 loans to students in need, and Flynn went further 
to offer to co-sign a note at a downtown bank. While this 
helped, it did not cover the entire tuition bill. Dejected 
and still prepared to leave, Call was shocked to receive 
a late call from Heyward Williams’ secretary telling him 
that the loan paperwork had been discovered under a pile 
of other papers in the office. Williams felt so bad about 
the oversight that he spent the entire night ringing up the 
Methodist loan office until someone there processed the 
paperwork and the funding was secured.

As a student, Call had no trouble staying busy. In addition 
to jobs in the men’s residence hall dining room, at the local 
five and dime store, and pressing clothes, Call was active in 
the choir, ran cross country, and was a member of the so-
ciology club. He also served on fellowship teams that trav-
eled to local churches to organize and support youth groups.  
In his senior year, he  was the president of the Methodist 
Student Movement, which at one point involved nearly 350 
of Wesleyan’s 700 students in 11 different program areas. 
His involvement was recognized when he was awarded the 
Wesleyan Key, the choir key, and the Sheridan Watson Bell 
award for outstanding Christian leadership.

Call (center) with the 1953-54 cross country team
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One pivotal experience that led Call into 
the ministry took place during the sum-
mer between his sophomore and junior 
years working as a steam fitter in the U.S. 
Steel plant in Vandergrift, PA.  Call’s pre-
decessor at the plant had been an ardent 
evangelist, proselytizing and chastising the 
gruff men for their inappropriate behav-
ior.  Knowing that the plant workers had 
already heard that he was thinking of going 
into the ministry, Call engaged in what he 
called a “ministry of silence” to avoid the 
same reputation.  It was a month before one 
of the workers even asked to get to know 

With a repertoire of 40-50 memorized pop standards, 
along with religious songs, The Harmoneers quickly 
became the premier ensemble on campus.

him. Another worker, who was particularly coarse, referred 
to Call as “preacher boy” until the day word arrived that the 
man’s mother died. The plant foreman asked whether Call 
would climb the 60-foot wall ladder and cross a treacherous 
board to where the man was working to inform him, think-
ing it might be a way for Call to engage him.  Call agreed, de-
spite never climbing that high before.  Though met with an 
obscene greeting by the man, Call remembered the sudden 
change in countenance and attitutde after sharing news of the 
death.  Having earned the man’s respect, as well as the respect 
of others in the plant by making the climb, Call found that 
the slow work of quiet ministry paid dividends.  By summer’s 
end, his slow, low-key, but authentic engagement not only 
changed the behavior of the men in the plant for the better, 
but also led to their heartfelt prayers that he would truly com-
mit to becoming a pastor by the end of the summer.

Call dances with a new student during a 
freshman week dance competition

The Harmoneers in 1956
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Though Call’s summer steel plant experience helped cement 
his pursuit of ministry, one Wesleyan activity was almost re-
sponsible for setting him down an entirely different path. A 
number of students had attempted to form vocal quartets to 
sing the popular songs of the time, though few met with any 
great success.  Some members of  the Wesleyan choir came 
to Call and asked him to help organize a new group. Call was 
reluctant, given his other obligations, but eventually agreed 
provided that the group rehearse from 7:00-9:00 p.m. on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, and that they work hard during that 
time, memorizing their music rather than socializing. Denny 
Boggs ’56, Winston Seamans ’59, Edgar Hodsdon ’58, Har-
old Greenway ’58, and Call comprised the quartet (with ac-
companist), which became known as “The Harmoneers.”

With a repertoire of 40-50 memorized pop standards, along 
with religious songs, “The Harmoneers” quickly became the 
premier ensemble on campus and came to the attention of 
Methodist Bishop Lloyd Wicke, Hon. ’57 who frequently 
invited them to sing at services when he was preaching in 
West Virginia. The group also attracted the interest of Buck-
hannon native Bill DeFere, the owner of a local dance studio 
and music store, and one-time agent for the great Rudy Val-
lée, among others. DeFere offered to record the group, then 
sent the recording to some contacts in the music industry. 
The written response was overwhelmingly positive, with 
DeFere reading to the group that one particular producer 

had played the tape of The Harmoneers’ pop covers, includ-
ing Johnny Mercer’s “Dream,” for the Four Aces, the High 
Lows, and some other groups, and all had said that the West 
Virginia boys were just as good as any professional talent 
they had heard. The agent’s letter went on to say that if they 
could get one nightclub performing experience, he could 
book them on Arthur Godfrey’s popular television talent 
show. While the prospect was tantalizing for the group, the 
father of one of the quartet informed his son, “I sent you to 
be a preacher and a preacher you are going to be.” As a result, 
the nightclub appearance and the recording contract never 
materialized. Nevertheless, the quartet benefited greatly 
from their statewide notoriety, with Call making enough 
money singing around the state in his senior year to cover 
his Wesleyan tuition expenses.

Bob Call’s adventurous journey through Wesleyan pro-
pelled him down the road to a distinguished career, lead-
ing first to Chicago where he attended Garrett Bible In-
stitute (now Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary). 
From there, he moved to Nebraska and embarked on a 
50-year career in the Methodist pastorate. He led senior 
high youth on inner city work teams, coordinated various 
conference- and district-level evangelism and mission 
boards, and successfully grew a number of his churches 
through innovative small group programs. In 1983, his 
successes were recognized when the Nebraska Annual 
Conference awarded him their second ever “Harry Den-
man Evangelism Award.”  Though technically retired 
since 2004, Call has continued to supply local Methodist 
pulpits, and is currently in his fifth year as Minister of 
Visitation at First Evangelical Covenant Church, noting 
that all his work and life accomplishments have been for 
the glory of God. Return visits to campus are relished, 
and Call uses the opportunity to catch up with Dr. Herb 
Coston and Phyllis Kohl Coston ’53. Phyllis was a class-
mate from both Wesleyan and Garrett and refers fre-
quently to Call as “the brother she never had.”

Call is married to LeeAnne Bockoven Call, and togeth-
er they have four children.  He notes much of his life 
has been the story of doors opening at the right times 
and that his career in the ministry has been built upon  
friendships, which he calls “his treasures.” Citing Mat-
thew 6:33 (KJV) as a hallmark verse of his career, “But 
seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; 
and all these things shall be added to you,” Call remains 
grateful for all those people in his life who have been a 
blessing wherever he has been, including those he met 
at and through West Virginia Wesleyan College.

Receiving the Sheridan Watson Bell award 
from President William Scarborough 

at Commencement in 1956
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The newly-christened Dr. Harold T. Elmore, Hon. ’82 
Emeritus Club Endowed Scholarship for International 
Travel was awarded in the spring of 2016 for just the 
second time to a deserving Wesleyan student. Senior 
Emily Rose ’16 of Owensboro, KY was selected to re-
ceive funding from the Emeritus Club international 
travel scholarship to support her participation in the 
60th Summer School of Slavonic Studies held at Charles 
University in Prague, Czech Republic. A double major 
in international studies and gender studies, with a mi-
nor in sociology, Rose’s interest in the Czech Republic 
stems, in large part, from her lineage. 

“My family on my mother's side is originally from 
Prague, which is what sparked my interest. I wanted to 
go back to my roots and learn the language of my ances-

tors.” She also understood and appreciated how things 
she learned in her time at Wesleyan intersected with 
and informed issues that face the Czech Republic today. 

Rose spent four weeks overseas, from July 29 to Au-
gust 26, taking in the beautiful architecture, rich his-
tory, and vibrant culture of Prague and the surrounding 
areas. The Summer School of Slavonic Studies draws 
students from all around the world who are interested 
in learning more about the Czech language while im-
mersing themselves in the local context. Rose spent five 
hours a day in intensive language courses, focusing on 
Czech vocabulary, phonetics, and grammar. Addition-
ally, seminars and workshops were offered on a range 
of other topics. Students enjoyed singing popular Czech 
folk songs, while excursions and immersive experiences 
helped participants flex their linguistic muscles and ab-
sorb the local history and culture. 

Of course, there was also time for fun, and Rose enjoyed 
swimming and sunbathing by the Danube River, and 

Czech Republic 
 Captivates International Scholar

Rose gave a presentation on her trip to 
the Emeritus Club in October
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having discussions with some newfound British, Irish, 
and German friends about the differences in intercon-
tinental English. 

One of the most powerful experiences Rose had was a 
visit to the small town of Lidice. Adolf Hitler had razed 
the town to the ground in 1942, blaming the residents for 
the assassination of Reinhard Heydrich, who had been 
sent to suppress the Czech resistance. The tour group was 
greeted by a tall mausoleum overlooking the rolling hills 
in the area, one of the few visible reminders of the bru-
tal loss of life. Women were torn from children and sent 
to concentration camps, while men over age 16 were ex-
ecuted. Only 153 women and 17 children survived. 

On seeing a memorial dedicated to 
the children who died, Rose com-
mented, “It was... surreal to walk 
down these roads and think that it 
might have been the same way one 
of those women had walked to work, 
or one of the children had gone to 
school. At this memorial, we stood 
in silence for several minutes…”

The entire experience of travel-
ing to the Czech Republic was life-
changing for Rose, whose passion 
for issues of equality and social 
justice emerged during her time at 
Wesleyan. Having learned about the 

horrible reality of human trafficking through a class, 
Rose began exploring how this particular form of mod-
ern day slavery plays out in eastern Europe. She aspires 
to work with organizations in the Czech Republic that 
combat human trafficking in all its forms. Rose’s experi-
ence abroad has enriched her educational experience at 
Wesleyan in unimaginable ways, and she exemplifies the 
College’s mission to create students who demonstrate 
their local and world citizenship through service. The 
Harold T. Elmore, Hon. ’82 Emeritus Club Endowed 
Scholarship for International Travel is immensely im-
portant in fostering cross-cultural understanding, and 
allowing Wesleyan students to connect their classroom 
education to real-world experiences and challenges.

Emily Rose (five from left) with her cohort in the Czech Republic

The Children’s War Victims Monument by sculptor Marie Uchytilová in Lidice, Czech Republic
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Anne Montague, the 
founder and director of 
Thanks! Plain and Simple, 
Inc., contacted me two 
years ago. This formidable 
woman in her mid-70s 
had the vision to iden-
tify and interview for-
mer Rosies, now in their 
90s, in order to preserve 
their histories. However, 
Anne’s vision goes be-
yond the collection of 
interviews, and her orga-
nization is actively part-
nering with these women 
to connect them directly 

with younger generations. Many Rosies throughout the 
state have spoken to students of all ages about their expe-

While the image of Rosie the Riveter has become almost exclusively synonymous with home front efforts during World 
War II, a surprising number of real life “Rosies” have not had their stories collected or told. Fortunately, Thanks! Plain 
and Simple, Inc. is working to change all that, leading West Virginia to be the first state to systematically identify and 
interview former Rosies, while at the same time engaging these incredible women in active education and advocacy 
efforts. Now West Virginia Wesleyan College is collaborating with Thanks! to continue this important work. 

By Dr. Katharine Antolini ’94, assistant professor 
of history

with contributions from Brett T. Miller ’06, archivist, music 
librarian, and coordinator of the Emeritus Club 

Archives, History 
Department 
Collaborate on 
Rosie the Riveter 
Project

riences in the war industries and as workers on the home 
front. Thanks! believes that the Rosies can serve as a pow-
erful role model for young women and girls.

As a historian specializing in women’s history, I was 
immediately intrigued by the project and recognized 
the importance of collecting these histories before they 
were lost forever. I have already had the pleasure of 
meeting some of the Rosies that work and travel with 
Anne Montague, telling their stories and inspiring new 
generations to commit to making their mark on Ameri-
can history.

As a newly-inducted board member of Thanks!, I am 
excited to learn more about the Rosies. Some I will only 
come to know through the interviews they left behind, 
but others I will have the honor to work with; either 
way, I will get to experience the history of World War 
II through these intimate accounts of their lives. So far, 

Founder and Executive 
Director Anne Montague
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the stories have been amazing – from accounts of West 
Virginia women moving to Ohio to build Goodyear 
blimps, to serving as a secretary to the Secretary of the 
Navy helping to prepare depositions later used in the 
Nuremberg Trials. While the commitment of time and 

energy to collect 
these interviews 
and plan programs 
is great, the oppor-
tunity to make a 
tangible impact on 
the historic record 
was an opportunity 
too good to pass 
up.

Moreover, Wes-
leyan students now 
have the oppor-
tunity to contrib-
ute to the project 
through a collabo-
ration formed be-

tween the College and Thanks!. Kirsten Reneau ’16 
was the first Wesleyan intern to work with Thanks!. As 
a contract major in American history with a focus in 
gender, it was the perfect chance for Kirsten to develop 
her research and writing skills as a young historian, and 
to contribute to a worthy, historically significant proj-
ect. Working alongside Anne, Reneau organized events 
and then worked on her own to transcribe and anno-
tate interviews. The research she conducted during her 
internship was invaluable when she wrote her history 
senior thesis.

In September 2016, the collaboration expanded to in-
clude preservation of existing interviews with Rosies. 
Thanks! sent 11 recorded interviews and transcripts, 
along with supplementary material, to the West Virgin-
ia Wesleyan College archives to be used for educational 
and research purposes, and to be preserved for poster-
ity. In late October 2016, Thanks! had a table at the West 
Virginia Wesleyan College internship fair with the in-
tention of engaging another student to assist with the 
numerous, ambitious projects Thanks! plans to under-
take. It is an exciting time for history students at West 
Virginia Wesleyan College, who will have numerous 
opportunities to gain firsthand experience in their area 
of study, while meeting and working with an incredible 
generation of women who helped shape the course of 
our country.

State officials and Rosies gathered in 
Morgantown in September to dedicate 
the new University Town Center bridge.

Thanks! Plain and Simple, Inc. had a table at 
Wesleyan’s October internship fair

For more information on the project, go to: 
www.thanksplainandsimple.org

or contact Dr. Katherine Antolini 
(antolini@wvwc.edu) 

or Brett Miller 
(miller_bt@wvwc.edu)

Student Intern 
Kirsten Reneau ’16
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News AboutYou

The first official act of new 
Emeritus Club coordina-
tor Brett T. Miller ’06 was 
to hand deliver a birthday 
card to Calvin M. Shreve 
’46 at the Buckhannon Ro-
tary Club meeting on July 5, 
2016. Calvin celebrated his 
92nd birthday the next day. 

Robert C. Cole ’61 dropped 
by Erickson Alumni Center in 
June to visit the Advancement 
Office staff and to show off the 
Wesleyan rain coat he had am-
ple opportunity to use during 
West Virginia’s rainy summer. 

Robert Chamberlain ’42, M.D., celebrated his 95th 
birthday on July 10, 2016 with a cookout in Clarksburg, 
WV. Over 30 family members were in attendance from 
as far away as Key West, FL and California.

Thomas Wriston ’63 and 
Paula O’Neill Wriston 
(Aux.) were in attendance 
at Wesleyan’s “Bobcats in 
the Ballpark” series in Rich-
mond, VA on July 28, where 
they took in a minor league 
baseball game between the 
Eastern League Richmond 
Flying Squirrels and the New 
Hampshire Fisher Cats. 

Gary Hess ’60 and Carolyn 
Moore Hess ’64 joined other 
alumni at Wesleyan’s “Bobcats 
in the Ballpark” series in Char-
lotte, NC on July 30, where 
they took in a minor league 
baseball game between the In-
ternational League Charlotte 
Knights and the Columbus 
Clippers. Pictured here is Gary 
along with Advancement As-
sociate Ed Sisson.

Mary Lee Bond Berry ’57 shared that she had a call 
from Paul Vaughan ’56 and Janet W. Hewitt Vaughan 
recently. The Vaughans read the obituary of Mary’s late 
husband, William L. Berry ’55, in the Emeritus Club 
newsletter and realized they lived very close to each 
other in Hendersonville, NC. Paul also recalled that he 
had dated Berry’s older sister! The Vaughans took Ber-
ry out to dinner, where they ran into Berry’s next door 
neighbors. Apparently, while William Berry’s father 
was the Chief of Police in Buckhannon, he had picked 
up some mischievous teenage boys to scare them. One 
of the boys happened to be Berry’s neighbor’s father!

Dewayne R. Lowther ’57 and Mary Virginia “Ginnie” 
Settle Lowther ’68 celebrated their 63rd wedding an-

niversary October 
29, having eloped 
to Oakland, MD 
from Agnes How-
ard Hall dur-
ing Homecom-
ing weekend in 
1953. They met 
daughters Paula 
Lowther Mc-
Grew ’78 (Gary 

McGrew ’77), Sarah Lowther Hensley ’84 (Mike 
Hensley), and Mary Lowther Perkins ’88 (Michael 
Perkins ’88), and granddaughters Amy McGrew ’09 
and Kelsey Perkins for dinner, attended service at First 
United Methodist Church in Buckhannon the next day, 
then returned to campus to pose for some photos on 
the front porch of Agnes Howard Hall. 
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Rev. David 
Peters ’65 and 
Harriet Gom-
moll Peters ’65 
visited Bonnie 
M a c C a l l u m 
Ferneau ’65 
and Michael 
Ferneau (Aux.) 
at Pine Knoll 
Shores, NC in 

June 2016. Harriet and Bonnie were 
college roommates. David presided 
at the Ferneau’s wedding 30 years 
previously, and the couple wanted 
to reaffirm their marriage vows on 
their anniversary. The couples also 
celebrated the Peters’ 50th wedding 
anniversary, in which Bonnie had 
been the maid of honor. 

Advancement Associate Ed 
Sisson visited Kenneth Par-
rilla, Sr. ’61 and Linda Kel-
ly Parrilla at their home in 
Westerly, RI in late August.

John Bennett Hutchinson and Gary Bennett Hutchinson, the 
grandson and great grandson, respectively, of Wesleyan’s first 
president, Bennett Wertz Hutchin-
son, were on campus during Home-
coming weekend to research family 
history and better understand the 
role Bennett Hutchinson played in 
establishing the West Virginia Con-
ference Seminary in 1890. Later, 
during the Founders Day Convoca-
tion, the pair were recognized dur-
ing remarks by President Pamela 
Balch ’71, and were presented with 

News AboutYou
a framed pho-
tograph of both 
Bennett Wertz 
Hutchinson, as 
well as his son, 
Paul E. Hutchin-
son, Hon. ’65 on 
the occasion of 
receiving his hon-
orary doctorate 

from Wesleyan.

Charles Collins ’48 and Millicent Y. Collins met with Emeri-
tus Club Coordinator Brett T. Miller ’06 on October 13, 2016 
in Staunton, VA on the way to a family wedding. They do-
nated three framed 
images to Wesleyan. 
In addition to Presi-
dent Stanley Mar-
tin’s master plan of 
campus, the Collins’ 
donated a photo-
graph of a winter 
farm scene taken by 
R. James Stansbury 
’48, as well as an original watercolor painted by former Wes-
leyan art professor Fred Messersmith.

Mere Gurson Schwartz ’60 and Martin S. Schwartz ’59 
of Jacksonville, FL celebrated 55 years of marriage on Au-
gust 6, 2016. The pair met when Martin was a freshman at 
WVWC in 1955. Today, Mere is involved in the Mayflower 
Society, the Daughters of the American Revolution, the 
Daughters of the War of 1812, and the Daughters of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War. Martin serves as a hospital chap-
lain, and is involved in the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion and the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.

Corrections
From the Spring 2016 newsletter: Fay E. Slaughter ’67 
(NOT ’84 as printed)

New Locations
Patty Jo Hogsett Summers ’49
Wadesboro, NC to Cary, NC

William B. Stemple ’48
Sarasota, FL to Mt. Juliet, TN

Brett Miller ’06 with (L-R) John 
Hutchinson and Gary Hutchinson

Watercolor by Fred Messersmith

(L-R) Harriet Peters ’65, Bonnie MacCal-
lum Ferneau ’65, and David Peters ’65
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Nearly 200 members of the Emeritus Club gathered on Saturday, October 8 in the French A. See Dining Center 
for the annual Emeritus Club luncheon and new member induction. Fifty-five members of the class of 1966, along 
with seven auxiliary members and three individuals from other classes, were inducted during the ceremony. Those 

new members who could not attend were mailed their certificates and pins. A total of 93 members of the class of 
1966 and 16 spouses joined the Emeritus Club as members and auxilliary members. Bishop Peter D. Weaver ’66 

gave the invocation, and Sally Howard ’66 gave the class response.

Editor’s Note: Due to a camera malfunction, the reunion class photographs for 1951, 1956, and 1961 were lost. We 
sincerely apologize for this unfortunate occurrence.

We gathered 
        as friends...

Ron ’66 and Mary Ann Kelly Lockhart ’66 accepting the 
Charles E. Elkins ’52 alumni attendance award and the James 

H. Bowen ’52 alumni participation award on behalf of the 
class of 1966

Paul S. Klick III ’66 was 
sworn in as a new trustee 

during Founders Day

(L-R) Donna Gaither Bland ’66, Mary Sue Van 
Camp Fraser ’66, Harriet Gommoll Peters ’65
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(L-R) Douglas Eppinger ’66, Bonita Kimberlain Byers ’67, 
Larry Byers ’66, James Seath ’66, Janet Seath, Beth Eppinger

(L-R) Charles Miller ’66, Jim Marsh ’64, 
Boyd Dotson ’62

Ellen Roush Nickell ’51 and 
Nancy Titchenal Cheshire ’62

Bishop Peter D. Weaver ’66

Sally Howard ’66
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The Emeritus Club met for luncheons in Buckhannon in July and August, hearing from two different campus 
speakers. In July, Del Smith ’05, newly-appointed football coach at Wesleyan, spoke on his vision for the pro-
gram and his coaching philosophy. He introduced new assistant coaches and updated the Club on renovations 

that took place during the summer to the team’s locker room facility. 

Summer Luncheons

Coach Del Smith ’05

(L-R) Sue Bergstrom Wolfe 
(Aux.), Margaret  Dean 
Miller ’56, Nancy Waugh 
Davidson ’63, Esther 
Wilmoth Dyer ’61, Linda 
Westfall Winspear ’62

(L-R) Brett Miller ’06, Gary Hershman ’65, Jim Marsh ’64, 
G. Herold Berthy ’56

Marvin Culpepper ’51, 
Hon. ’06

(L-R) Carol Chamberlain, Robert Cham-
berlain ’42, and Howard Reeder ’40
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At the August luncheon, Alison Clausen, director of the Student Success Center, shared how the Title III grant 
was having a positive impact all across campus through programming, as well as renovations of learning spaces. 
She outlined the goals of the grant and took questions about how programming was geared toward assisting and 

retaining first generation college students.

Patrick Balch and Billee Scott Mick ’50

Student Success Center 
Director Alison Clausen

I. Frank Hartman ’60 and 
Lewis “Tink” Simmons ’61 

(L-R) Jack George ’63, Jim Knorr ’63, Josette 
Holtzworth Jones ’63

Judy Munchmeyer 
Knorr ’66

Summer Luncheons
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Obituaries
*in descending date order

Ray Leslie Thomas, age 84, of Boca Raton, FL, formerly of Cherry Hill, NJ, died April 29, 2016. His wife, Susan 
Bragger Thomas ’55, survived him until her death on July 5, 2016 (see below). He is survived by his brother, 
Vernon Thomas of Lake Alfred, FL, and two sisters, Iva Jean McGarvey of Fountain, CO and Betty Anne Barker 
of Boulder, CO, as well as two nephews and two grandnieces. Born August 10, 1931 in Leslie, WV, he graduated 
from Crichton High School in Greenbrier County. He completed a bachelor of arts degree in Bible at West Vir-
ginia Wesleyan College in 1954, where he served the Jarvisville Charge as a student pastor, and was involved with 
Methodist Student Movement and Christian Service Fellowship. He completed a master of social work degree 
from Rutgers University in 1976, and retired in 1991 from a career as a social worker with the Camden County 
Board of Social Services in Camden, NJ. He and Susan were avid travelers, having visited all 50 states and numer-
ous countries. Burial took place at the Rosedale Cemetery in Linden, NJ.

Richard Harley Calendine, age 76, of Vero Beach, FL, died June 17, 2016, from complications following sur-
gery. Born October 25, 1939 in Parkersburg, WV, he was the youngest of four children of Harley and Margaret 
Calendine. He is survived by his wife of 51 years, Georgeann Ferree Allard, as well as two daughters, Caren Fer-
ree and Michelle Louise DuBois, as well as three grandchildren. His sister, Josephine Calendine Silman also sur-
vives. A graduate of Parkersburg High School, he completed a bachelor of arts degree in psychology from West 
Virginia Wesleyan College in 1962, where he was a member of Kappa Sigma Kappa (now Theta Xi), Sigma 
Theta Epsilon, the Wesleyan choir, and the track team. He completed a master of arts degree in psychology 
from the Ohio State University in 1966, and was a licensed psychologist. He served as the director of student 
financial aid at Columbus State Community College in Ohio, and was involved in numerous community service 
organizations. He was an Eagle Scout, B.S.A., and served as chair of the Board of Deacons and as a choir mem-
ber at his local Presbyterian church. Genealogy was a passion. A service was held at the North Broadway United 
Methodist Church in Columbus, OH.

Susan Bragger Thomas, age 86, of Boca Raton, FL, formerly of Cherry Hill, NJ, died July 5, 2016. She was pre-
ceded in death by her husband of 60 years, Ray Leslie Thomas ’54, on April 29, 2016, as well as by her sister, 
Joan Southard. She is survived by her nephews, David Southard (Suzanne) and Philip Southard (Maureen), as 
well as two grandnieces. Originally from Kearney, NJ, she completed a bachelor of science degree in sociol-
ogy/anthropology at West Virginia Wesleyan College in 1955, where she was involved in Methodist Student 
Movement, Christian Service Fellowship, and the Women’s Athletic Association. She retired from a career as 
a social worker at the Camden County Board of Social Services in Camden, NJ. Burial took place at the Rosedale 
Cemetery in Linden, NJ.

Rev. Dr. F. Emerson Wood, age 88, of Huntington, WV, died peacefully July 25, 2016, surrounded by his wife and 
children following an extended illness. Born May 6, 1928 in Herndon, WV as the sixth of seven children to V. Lacy 
and Ada McKinney Wood, he graduated from Woodrow Wilson High School in Beckley, WV. In 1949, he mar-
ried Betty Jean Meadows Wood ’59, his lifelong love and soul mate, who survives him. He is also survived by four 
children: Jerry Wood ’73 of Huntington, WV; Mark (and Grey) of Charleston, WV; Cheryl (and Michael Myers) 
of Denver, CO; Chris Wood ’86 (and Lisa Messinger Wood ’87) of Elkins, WV. He graduated with a bachelor of 
arts degree in religion at West Virginia Wesleyan College in 1955, and a master of divinity degree from Boston 
University School of Theology in 1958. He was awarded an honorary doctor of divinity degree from West Virginia 
Wesleyan College in 1973. Dr. Wood was a United Methodist minister for 43 years, serving congregations in 
Parkersburg, Wheeling, and Huntington. From 1978 until his retirement in 1996, he served as the senior pastor of 
Johnson Memorial United Methodist Church. He was the founder and first executive director of Mission West Vir-
ginia, Inc., a not-for-profit working with community and faith-based organizations. A lifelong advocate for peace 
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and equality, Dr. Wood marched with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and thousands of others in the 1965 march from 
Selma to Montgomery, and founded the Human Rights Commission in Wheeling, WV. He was also instrumental 
in establishing the Ebenezer Community Outreach Center, and in the expansion of the Huntington City Mission. 
Dr. Wood was elected a trustee at West Virginia Wesleyan College, Alice Lloyd College, and the Methodist Theo-
logical School in Ohio. A memorial service took place at Beverly Hills United Methodist Church on July 30, 2016.

Richard Perry Bailey, age 85, of Buckhannon, WV, died July 31, 2016 at Colonial Place in Elkins, WV. Born June 
21, 1931 in Buckhannon, WV to the late Harold and Nelle Jones Bailey, he was a graduate of Buckhannon-Upshur 
High School, where he played basketball and was the senior class president. He earned bachelor of science degrees 
in economics and business administration at West Virginia Wesleyan College in 1953. While in college, he en-
tered the National Guard, and later retired from the U.S. Air Force as a captain in 1971. He married Helen Marie 
Chidester on May 28, 1954, and together they had two daughters, Jane Mansfield (Jerry) of Columbus, OH, and 
Gretchen Bailey Long (David) of Deltona, FL, as well as a son, Patrick Bailey, who preceded him in death in 1989. 
He is also survived by two grandsons and two granddaughters. He worked for GE until 1993, then traveled the 
country with Helen until she died in 2000. After the loss of his wife, he began working as the executive director 
of Mount Wood Park from 2004-2006. In 2005, he married an old high school friend, Lorene George Kerans. His 
second marriage leaves one stepson, James Kerans (Brenda), one step granddaughter, and one grandson. From 
2007-2008, Richard served as a director of the Emeritus Club.
 
Kathryn L. “Kay” Schrecker Wood, age 74, of Lambertville, MI, died August 15, 2016. Born February 22, 1942 in 
Natrona Heights, PA to Howard and Ruth Girt Schrecker, she completed a bachelor’s degree in elementary educa-
tion from West Virginia Wesleyan College in 1964, where she was a member of the Alpha Xi Delta sorority. 
She married her husband, Carl R. Wood ’65, on June 7, 1964. A dedicated teacher throughout her life, Kay began 
her career in a one room schoolhouse in rural West Virginia. Kay and Carl owned and operated many businesses, 
including convenience stores, a coffee service, a used furniture/antique store, and an expediting service, until 2015. 
She was a faithful member of the Lambertville United Methodist Church, and enjoyed studying genealogy. Kay 
was also a breast cancer survivor, and a pillar of strength for her family and community. She is survived by her 
husband of 52 years, her brother, Dale Schrecker, a son, Sean Wood (Dawn), and a daughter, Tara Zimmermann 
(Russell), as well as two grandchildren. A funeral service was held at the Michael W. Pawlak Funeral Home in 
Temperance, MI. 

Joseph A. Muzik, age 75, of Rockfall, CT, died on August 18, 2016. Born December 16, 1940 in Middletown, CT 
to the late Joseph J. and Mary Kalish Muzik, Joe was a graduate of Woodrow Wilson High School.  He graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in business administration from West Virginia Wesleyan College in 1963, 
where he was a member of the Newman Club. A veteran of the U.S. Army, having served during the Vietnam 
War, he later was employed as a controller with Atlantic Star Trailer in Cheshire, CT. Joe was an avid coin collec-
tor, and enjoyed fishing with his son and grandson. He is survived by his wife, Lillian, as well as their five chil-
dren: Joseph Muzik (Christine), Michael Muzik, Stephen Muzik (Marcia), Suzanne Muzik Legge (Joseph), and 
Kimberly Muzik Lee (Stephen), as well as nine grandchildren. He is also survived by his sister, Marie Kamansky 
(Herbert). Funeral services were held August 25, 2016 at Biega Funeral Home and later at St. Pius X Church in 
Middletown, CT. Burial with military honors was held at Pine Grove Cemetery.

Dr. Myron B. Hymes, Jr., age 90, of Buckhannon, WV, died on August 27, 2016. Born June 1, 1926 to the late My-
ron B. Hymes, Sr., Hon. ’55 and Cecile West Hymes, he graduated from Buckhannon-Upshur High School and 
attended West Virginia Wesleyan College from 1945-1947, completing requirements in 1949. He later attended 
Baltimore College of Dental Surgery of the University of Maryland, graduating in 1951. In 1949, he married Elinor 
Imogene Randolph ’48, who preceded him in death on April 24, 2005. Additionally, he was preceded in death by a 

Obituaries
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brother, Charles Hymes, and two brothers-in-law. He is survived by one daughter, Beth Johnston (Dave); two sons, 
Nicholas Hymes (Kathleen), and Mark Hymes ’82; five grandchildren; two sisters, Marguerite Hymes Perkins ’44 
and Carol Ann Hymes Marshall ’54; and one sister-in-law. Dr. Hymes was a dentist, and an active member of First 
United Methodist Church of Buckhannon. He was the past president of the Buckhannon Lions Club, the Buck-
hannon Chamber of Commerce, the West Virginia Academy of General Dentistry, and the Mountaineer Wood-
turners. He was also a certified master gardener at West Virginia University, and enjoyed skiing, playing bridge, 
hunting, and fishing. A service was held on September 24, 2016 at First United Methodist Church in Buckhannon.

Rev. Dr. Carleton P. McKita, age 90, of Rocky Mount, NC, died on August 31, 2016. Born July 24, 1926 to Paul 
Carleton and Hazel May Peters McKita in Charleroi, PA, he attended Charleroi Vocational High School, and served 
as an electricians’ mate on the aircraft carrier Lexington during World War II. He completed a bachelor of arts 
degree in English at West Virginia Wesleyan College in 1950 and went on to complete a bachelor of sacred theol-
ogy degree, a master of sacred theology degree, and a doctor of ministry degree from Boston University School of 
Theology. In addition to serving as pastor of numerous Methodist churches, he held positions with North Carolina 
Wesleyan College and with Hospice at Nash Health Care Systems. He was elected to the WVWC board of trust-
ees in 1969 and was awarded both Wesleyan’s alumni award in 1969 and its first President’s Medal in 1972.  He 
is survived by his wife, Margaret (Peggy); four sons: Paul, George, James (Jessica) McKita, and Richard B. McKita 
’77; a daughter, Barbara McKita Jackson ’78; two step sons, Michael Kanai (Laura), and Jeffrey Kanai (Angie); and 
numerous grandchildren and great grandchildren. A service was held on September 11, 2016 at Englewood United 
Methodist Church in Rocky Mount, NC.

Mildred Reed Smith, age 99, of Phoenix, AZ, died on September 23, 2016. Born in Tallmansville, WV on Janu-
ary 19, 1917, she began the fourth grade at age six, having learned her lessons at home from her older sisters 
prior to ever attending school. She graduated from Upshur County High School at age 15, and completed her 
bachelor of arts degree in English from West Virginia Wesleyan College in 1936 at age 19. She went on to 
complete a master of arts degree in English literature from Northwestern University in 1942, and later obtained 
a second master’s degree in library science from Rosary College in 1971. She married Ray M. Smith of Chicago 
and accompanied him to various U.S. Army bases where he was a flight instructor before going overseas for 
combat. They settled in Chicago, then moved to Elmhurst in 1955, where she remained until 2012. She worked 
as a librarian at Churchville Junior High School until her retirement in 1982, and was active in the League of 
Women Voters, the Chicago Genealogical Society, and the Elmhurst Genealogical Forum. She enjoyed bridge, 
and traveled frequently for Elderhostel tours before moving to Phoenix, AZ to live with her daughter. She is 
predeceased by her husband, and is survived by her daughter, Philinda Hutchings (David); and two sons, Wil-
liam Mitchell Smith and David Smith (Julia); and by two grandchildren. A memorial service was held at the 
Education Center of the Elmhurst History Museum on November 2, 2016.

Martha Jean Martin Franz, age 97, of West Chester, PA, died on October 2, 2016. Born May 25, 1919 in Enter-
prise, WV to the late Jasper L. and Leila Kuhn Martin, she graduated from Shinnston High School. She completed 
a bachelor of arts degree in English from West Virginia Wesleyan College in 1941. She returned to Shinnston 
High School, teaching from 1941 to 1949. In 1946, she was married to the late Jay P. Franz of Shinnston, WV. In 
1956, she moved with her husband and two sons to Havertown, PA, where she worked for the Haverford Township 
School District for 15 years, retiring in 1986. She volunteered at both Haverford Hospital and the Hospital of Ches-
ter County. She is survived by two sons, Jay Franz (Linda) and Christopher Franz, as well as five grandchildren and 
three great grandchildren. Interment will be in Shinnston, WV.

Mada Lucille DeBar Lykins, age 94, of Ashland, KY, died on October 9, 2016 in Murfreesboro, TN.  Born Janu-
ary 21, 1922 in Cox’s Mill, WV to the late Rev. William “Willie” Arden DeBar and Etta Corene Boyer DeBar, she 

Obituaries
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Obituaries
graduated from Hamlin High School. She completed a bachelor of science degree in biology from West Virginia 
Wesleyan College in 1944. While there, she was active in Benzene Ring, Beta Beta Beta biology honor society, 
Y.W.C.A., band, choir, the women’s athletic association, and the yearbook staff. She worked as a chemist for 
Ashland Oil Incorporated from 1945-1955, and was an active member of South Ashland United Methodist Church, 
where she was involved with the United Methodist Women and Church Women United. She is predeceased by her 
husband, Thomas Emory Lykins; and a daughter, LuAnne Lykins.  Surviving are two sons, David (Laura), and Jef-
frey (Amy); three grandchildren; numerous nieces and nephews; and special friends Joy Sutton, Patricia Wheeler 
and Rita Smith. A funeral service was held at South Ashland United Methodist Church on October 15, 2016.

Doris Lee Belcher Ward, age 89, of Charleston, SC, died on October 16, 2016. Born December 27, 1926 in Kim-
ball, WV to the late Luther V. and Manota Surratt Belchcer, she graduated from Welch High School. She com-
pleted a bachelor of arts degree in music from West Virginia Wesleyan College in 1948, where she was a charter 
member of Alpha Xi Delta sorority, a member of the choir, American Guild of Organists, Methodist Student 
Movement, and Future Teachers of America. A Methodist by faith, she served as organist and choir director for a 
number of congregations in southern West Virginia, including Iaeger and Kimball, and was later a member of John 
Wesley United Methodist Church in Charleston, SC. She retired from teaching English at St. Andrews Parish High 
School. She also served as choral director of the Glee Club and brought her ensembles and students to regional and 
state prominence. She was predeceased by her husband of 62 years, Samuel Edison Ward. Surviving are her two 
daughters, Kathy Ward Williams (Bruce) and Martha Gamble (Rick); a son, David E. Ward (Mary Ann); a sister, 
Janet B. Gramlich ’58; seven grandchildren; three great grandchildren; and two nephews. A funeral service was 
held on October 21, 2016 at John Wesley United Methodist Church.

Joretta A. Proudfoot Allwine, age 85, of Hanover, PA, died on October 20, 2016. Born April 18, 1931 in Row-
lesburg, WV to the late Ira Arthur and Eva Heath Proudfoot, she attended West Virginia Wesleyan College 
beginning in 1949, then completed her bachelor’s degree in education at Towson University. She went on to 
complete a master’s degree at Western Maryland College. Allwine taught music for more than 30 years, most 
of which were spent at the Manchester (MD) Elementary School. She was a member of First United Methodist 
Church in Chincoteague, VA, and attended worship regularly at Homewood Chapel at Plum Creek in Hanover. 
She was married to Lewis Howard Allwine ’54 who preceded her in death on February 4, 2016. She is survived 
by two sons: Richard Lynn Allwine (Maria) of Lucca, Italy, and David Lewis Allwine of New Oxford, PA. Also 
surviving are four grandchildren and two great grandchildren. A funeral service was held at Homewood Chapel 
at Plum Creek on October 24, 2016.

Dr. Gerard P. Boe, age 80, of Lady’s Island, SC, died on October 22, 2016. Born January 20, 1936 in Washington, 
DC, he is survived by his wife, Charlotte Greene Boe; a sister, Nora Eileen Lankford; a son, Steven Allan Boe of 
Harlam, GA; a daughter, Christine Ann Laundon of Fuquay-Varina, NC; and a step-daughter, Kimberly Kinane of 
Greenville, SC. He is also survived by four grandsons and one granddaughter. He completed a bachelor of science 
degree in biology from West Virginia Wesleyan College in 1958, where he was a member of the track team and 
a brother of both Theta Chi and Sigma Theta Epsilon fraternities. He went on to receive a master of science 
in clinical pathology from the Ohio State University in 1967, and a Ph.D. in allied health teacher education and 
administrative leadership from Texas A&M University in 1976. He had a distinguished career in the United States 
Marine Corps, serving as an Air Intelligence Officer in Beaufort, SC. He later transferred to the US Army Medi-
cal Service Corps, serving at Fort Meade, MD, Wurzburg, Germany, the Vietnam Central Blood Bank, and at the 
Dwight David Eisenhower Army Medical Center.  Among many other military decorations for federal and South 
Carolina state service, he was awarded the Bronze Star and the Meritorious Service Medal. A graveside service 
with full military honors was held on October 31, 2016 at the Beaufort National Cemetery in Beaufort, SC.
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Lynn Julius Hampton, age 97, of White Plains, MD, died on October 27, 2016. He was born January 17, 1919 in Alabama 
to the late Thomas and Eva Cook Hampton. In his earlier years, he was a coal miner and a member of a boxing team that 
won a West Virginia State Featherweight Championship. He entered West Virginia Wesleyan College in 1953 and gradu-
ated in 1955 with a bachelor of arts degree in sociology. He went on to Drew Theological School and earned a bachelor 
of divinity degree in 1958. As a Methodist pastor, he served churches in numerous states, including Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia, and New York. He was predeceased by his wife of 68 years, Sybil Pennington Hampton; his four brothers; and his 
three sisters. Surviving are his daughters, Phyllis Law ’62 and Sandra Fehl ’70 (Bob Johnston);  grandchildren David and 
Ron Law, Suzanne Donohue ’94 and Amy Burch ’95; fourteen great-grandchildren; and numerous nieces and nephews. 
A committal service was held on October 31, 2016 at Trinity Memorial Gardens in Waldorf, MD.

Spouses

Martha Jane Ware, age 93, of Fairmont, WV, died on August 8, 2016. She was born July 4, 1923 to the late William 
H. and Nella Dale Satterfield Linn. She was active in the United Methodist Church, serving as the president of the 
Methodist Minister’s Wives Association, and as a member of the United Methodist Women. She enjoyed reading 
and going on daily walks. She was preceded in death by her husband, Rev. Dr. Virgil H. Ware, Hon. ’81, as well as 
four brothers and four sisters. Surviving are her four children, David Ware (Trudy), Janice Sundstrom ’68, Joyce 
Ware, and Gayle Jayne (Peter); eight grandchildren; and eight great-grandchildren. A funeral service was held on 
August 12, 2016 at Domico Funeral Home in Fairmont, WV.

Friend

Brent Alan Bush, age 60, of Wheeling, WV, died on July 2, 2016. He served as Vice President for Institutional 
Advancement at West Virginia Wesleyan College from 2009-2010. A graduate of Linsley Military Institute and 
West Virginia University, Bush served the City of Wheeling as Solicitor, and later was elected to 14 years on Wheel-
ing City Council. He served other institutions of higher education, including Bethany College and Wheeling Jesuit 
University, and was involved in numerous non-profit organizations and boards. He is survived by his wife, Debra 
A. Bush; a daughter Rebecca A. Sturm (Joseph); two sons, Steven A. Bush (Laura), and Michael Bush ’10 (Eliza-
beth Grant); and five grandchildren.

Condolences are extended to:

Margaret Ann Royse Hall ’64 and Steve G. Hall of Westminster, MD on the death of her son, Bradley David Ste-
vens of Westminster, MD, on July 10, 2016.  Stevens was the son of Margaret and the late David W. Stevens ’64.

Obituaries

RSVP to Brandi Marsh 
by February 3, 2017 at

304-473-8509 or alumni@wvwc.edu

You’re Invited
to an Alumni Luncheon at The Villages!

Wednesday, February 8, 2017 at 12 noon
Palmer Legends Country Club

1635 Palmer Way
The Villages, FL

$20 in advance/$25 at the door
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Ways to Give to WVWC
BY MAIL
Send checks payable to “West Virginia Wesleyan College” and mail to:

      West Virginia Wesleyan College 
      Advancement Office
      59 College Avenue 
      Buckhannon, WV 26201

ONLINE 
Donate by credit card online at www.wvwc.edu.
We accept American Express, Discover, MasterCard, and Visa. 

BY PHONE
Call the Advancement Office at 304-473-8485.

AUTOMATIC MONTHLY GIFTS
Schedule monthly gifts to Wesleyan through Electronic Funds Transfer or credit card. Complete the information on 
the enclosed business reply envelope or call the Advancement Office at 304-473-8485 to begin your monthly gifts.

STOCK TRANSFER(S)
Stocks, bonds, or mutual funds make excellent gifts to the College. Call us at 304-473-8600 for instructions. Be 
sure to let us know the stock name(s) and number of shares you are donating to the College.

BENEFICIARY DESIGNATIONS
Name West Virginia Wesleyan the beneficiary of an IRA, an insurance policy, or other assets.  This is an easy way 
to include Wesleyan in your plans.  For more information, contact us at 304-473-8600.

INCOME GIFTS
You can arrange a lifetime of income through a charitable gift annuity, charitable remainder trust, or unitrust, all 
resulting in a gift to Wesleyan.  For more information, contact us at 304-473-8600.

IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER
If you are 70½ or older you may use an IRA charitable rollover to help you satisfy your required minimum distribu-
tion (RMD) for the year and reduce your taxable income while supporting the College. Contact your IRA adminis-
trator to make a gift from your IRA to us. 

PERSONAL PROPERTY, COLLECTABLES, & OTHER GIFTS-IN-KIND
Gifts of real estate, antiques/collectables or works of art are welcomed and appreciated. The fair marketing value 
of items may be tax deductible. Donors are responsible for professional appraisals.  

You can reach us at 304-473-8485 Monday-Friday 8:00 am-4:30 pm.

Thanks for Making a Difference at WVWC!
We Want to Hear From You!

Send us items for the newsletter about what’s going on in your life: anniversaries, visits with classmates, 
awards, accomplishments, new locations, or even stories of  your time at Wesleyan.  

Help keep your classmates, your friends, and your Alma Mater up-to-date!

Email to Brett Miller at miller_bt@wvwc.edu or call the Emeritus Club office at 304-473-8491.
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(L-R) Row 1 (front): Bonnie Ambrose Bruce, Carolea McKane Stewart, John E. Stewart, Jr., Betsy Brown Reger, Leslie Hamlin 
Ranson, Lawrence J. Lee III, Patricia T. Garton, Dennis M. Holt, Libby Wilson Holt, Judith Munchmeyer Knorr
Row 2: Peter D. Weaver, Raymond A. Sampson, Paul S. Klick III, Douglas H. Thatcher, Stephen W. Burgess, Richard G. Leon-
ard, Betsy Robbins Strasser, Ruth Cairns Udall, Pat Chaffey Bozeman, G. Scott Come, Charles E. Miller, Donald M. Sinclair
Row 3: Marilyn Scutt Watson, Ronald D. Lockhart, Mary Ann Kelly Lockhart, Dean E. Byrom, William Robert Bruce, Jr., 
Linda Parton Donati, Susan Mathews Eaton, Sally Howard, Marjorie Jo Boltz Lea, Sara Jane Attleson Hymes, Diane E. 
Remick, Janet Bard Hanson, Gretchen McVay Ginder
Row 4 (back): Eric H. Riedell, John R. Lovell, Jr., Kevin W. Ryan, Thomas E. Eakin, James E. Seath, Charles W. Snyder, Larry 
Byers, Michael R. Funk, Douglas L. Eppinger, Ronald H. Slade, Robert M. Krupp

(L-R) Row 1:  Carol Hinkle Spurrier, Karen Hinkle Plautz, Mary Shepherd Cottrell, Pam Thompson Phillips, Carol 
Olivo Massare, Kay Chapman Coffman, Donna Gaither Bland, Nancy Wolfe Stadelman Miller, LeeAnn Blanken-
ship, G. Barry Blankenship
Row 2: Heidi Lin Watson, Donald A. Watson, James R. Chomicz, James N. Hall, Janet Bitzer Fraser, Marian Brittain 
Olson, John E. Gygax, Joel R. Anyan 

Class of 1966


